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Curriculum Vitae of Anvita Abbi, Ph.D.  
 

 
Designation 

 
Leverhulme Professor 
Department of Linguistics, SOAS 
University of London 
Thornhaugh Street 
Russell Square 
London WC1H OXG, UK 
  
Phone: +44 (0) 20-7898-4767 
 

e-mail 
 

 anvitaabbi@gmail.com  
 

Web page 

Languages known  

www.andamanese.net  

English, French, Hindi, Punjabi, Bengali and Sanskrit 
 
Teaching/ Research Experience 

 
 During 1970-75 in USA and since 1976 in India at post-
graduate level. Visiting Professorial position in Germany, 
Australia, USA and UK.  
 

 
RESEARCH AREAS OF INTEREST 
1. Documentation and Description of Tribal and endangered languages of India.  
2. Contact Linguistics, Language Change and Convergence, Language Obsolescence, 

and Bilingualism. 
 3. Areal Linguistics and Areal Typology, specifically identification of semantic 

universals in South Asian languages. 
RESEARCH GUIDANCE: I have supervised  

21 Ph.D. and 28 M.Phil. [Till 2011]  
 

EDUCATION 
 
Ph.D. 
 

 
Linguistics, Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, USA, January 1975. Major in General 
Linguistics, Minor in South Asian Linguistics.  

 
M.A. 

 
Linguistics, University of Delhi, 1970 with first division and first rank in the University 
(Gold Medallist) 

 
B.A. 

 
Economics (Hons). University of Delhi, 1968. 

 
 
VISITING NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL PROFESSORSHIPS  
 

1.  Visiting Professor, Kansas State University, Manhattan, Kansas, USA.  January 1986. 
Winter Semester. 

 
2. Visiting Professor. Advanced Centre of Linguistics. Osmania University. Hyderabad. 

December 1990-January 1991. 

mailto:anvitaabbi@gmail.com
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3. Guest Professor, South Asia Institute, University of Heidelberg, Heidelberg, Germany. 

Spring Semester (April- July 1998). 
 
4. Guest Scientist, Max Planck Institute, Leipzig, Germany. July 2000 to December 2000, 

Summer 2003 and May- October 2010. 
 
5. Special Invitee at UNESCO, Bilbao, The Basque Country, Spain to advise on ‘World 

Languages Report’. October 2000. 
 

6. Visiting professor, Cairns Institute, Cairns Australia November 2010-January 2011. 
 

7. Leverhulme Professor, SOAS, University of London, UK. March –December 2011 
 

8. Visiting Professor, Department of Linguistics, University of Essex, UK. May 15th to 
June 15th 2011. 

 
9. Have delivered lectures at various American and European universities on special 

invitation. Some of them are Cornell University, University of Syracuse, University of 

Illinois, University of Texas, University of California at Berkeley and Santa Barbara, the 

Ohio State University at Columbus, Rutgers University at New Jersey, Rice University at 

Texas, University of North Texas at Denton,  in the USA; Stuttgart University, Max 

Planck Institute and the University of Heidelberg in Germany; University of Toulouse, in 

France and University of Vitoria-Gasteiz, The Basque Country, Spain, Universitas Bung 

Hatta, Padang, Indonesia, University of Thessaloniki at Greece and at the Aichi, Nagoya, 

Kobe University, Japan, University of London and Essex University, UK.  

 
AWARDS AND RECOGNITION   
 
1970 Awarded the University Gold Medal, for being adjudged the best candidate 

in M.A. in linguistics (Delhi University). 
 
1972 Awarded the second prize in International Students' Writing 

Competition, Cornell University, USA. 
 
1970-73 Awarded the Humanities and Social Sciences Fellowship, Cornell 

University Ithaca, New York, USA. 
 
1990 Fellow, All India Institute of Advanced Study, Shimla. 
 
2001 Nominated as Distinguished Visiting Fellow 2001, RCLT, La Trobe 

University, Melbourne, Australia. 
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2003  Awarded the Rashtriya Lok-Bhasha Sammaan 2003, by Gandhi Hindustani 
Sahitya Sabha for contribution to tribal languages of India. 

 
2011 Awarded the prestigious Leverhulme Professorship at the University of London, 

UK for the year 2011. 
 
 
DETAILS OF EMPLOYMENT 
 

 
 Period 

 
Institution 

 
Designation 

 
From 

 
To 

 
Jawaharlal Nehru University 

 
Professor  
Chairperson 
 

 
Dec 1996 
Feb 1995- 
Feb 2007- 

 
Till-date  
Feb 1997 
Feb 2010 

 
Jawaharlal Nehru University 

 
Associate Professor 

 
Sep 1984 

 
Dec 1996 

 
Jawaharlal Nehru University 

 
Assistant Professor 

 
Sep 1978  

 
Sep 1984 

 
Jawaharlal Nehru University 

 
CSIR Pool Officer 

 
May 1976 

 
Aug 1978 

Kansas State University 

  

Director: South Asia  

Media Centre 

 

 

Fall 1975 May 1976 

MEMBERSHIP OF LEARNED BODIES 
 

· Advisor to UNESCO on Language issues since 2002 
 
· Advisor to the Academy of Letters Sahitya Academy, India for Bhasha Samman  

and Classical Languages. 
 
· Member of the Board of Directors of ‘Terralingua’, A non profit international 

organization devoted to maintain bio-diversity across the globe. Washington D.C. 
U.S.A. 

· Advisory member of Terralingua 2008- 
· Member of the Advisory Board of Sahitya Akademi for Bhasha Samman. 
 
· Honorary Member of the Linguistics Society of America for life 2005- 

 
· Life member:     Dravidian Linguistic Association,  

Linguistic Society of India  
 
· Member of the Editorial Board:    

1. Brill’s Studies in South and Southwest  Asian Languages (2009- 
2. Indian Linguistics  
3. International Journal of Dravidian Linguistics      
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DETAILS OF SPONSORED/CONSULTANCY PROJECTS 
 
 

 
Title of the Project 

 
Duration 

 
Sponsoring 
Agency 

 
Staff 

 
My Status 

 
1. Reduplicative Structures in 

Indian Languages: A 
Phenomenon of Linguistics 
Area 

 
Two years 
& six 
months 
(1983-85) 

 
University Grants 
Commission 

 
2 Junior 
Research 
Fellows 
(JRF) 

 
Principal 
Investigator 

 
2. Explicator Compound Verbs 

in South Asian Languages 

 
Three years 
(1988-91) 

 
University Grants 
Commission 

 
One 
Research 
Associate 

 
Principal 
Investigator 

 
3. English Language Teaching 

(Development of Courses) 

 
1989-1991 

 
Kota Open 
University 

 
University 
Staff 
Members 

 
Coordinator/ 
Editor 

 
4. Konkani Survey 

 
1991-1992 

 
Konkani 
Academy, Goa 

 
Staff 
Members 
of Konkani 
Academy 

 
Advisor 

 
5. Computerized Data Bank of 

Indigenous Languages of 
India 

 

 
1995-1999 

 
Jawaharlal Nehru 
University 

 
2 JRF 
(Part-Time) 

 
Director 

6.         Linguistics and Hindi 
Language (writing text for              
MA Linguistics course) 
 

1997 Indira Gandhi 
National Open 
University 

 Advisor 

7.         A Sociolinguistic Enquiry 
             into the Acceptance level  
             of Hindi as a Pan-Indian 
             Language    

 

1997-99 ICSSR 1 Research 
Associate 

Director 

 

8.         Urdu in Contact with Other 

            Indian Languages in  
      Independent India. A 

            Linguistic and Socio- 
            Cultural Study 

 

1999 to 
2001 

National Council 
of Promotion of 
Urdu Language, 
Ministry of HRD 

Four  
Project 
Assistants 

Co-ordinator 

 

 

 

9       A Pilot Survey of Languages 

         of Andaman 

2001-2002 Max Planck 
Institute, Leipzig, 
Germany 

Two  
Research 
Assistants 

Director 
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10.   Hindi Sangrah: Linguistic 
Database and Mapping of 
Varieties of Hindi. 

2002-2004 MGI Hindi 
University, Delhi 
branch 

2 software 
engineers 
+14 Project 
Assistants 

Director 

11. “Speech Corpora and Speech to 
Text  Synthesis of Standard Hindi 
and Indian English” 

July 2003- 
Dec-2003 

HP Labs, 
Bangalore 

1 Senior 
Research 
Assistant 

 Principal 
Investigator 

12.  A Major Documentation Project          
Vanishing Voices of the Great 
Andamanese. 

 

 November 
2004 –
December 

2009 

The Hans Rausing 
Endangered 
Language 
Documentation 
Programme, 
School of Oriental 
and African 
Studies, 
University of 
London 

1 Post Doc 

2 Research 
Assistants 

Principal 
Investigator 

 
ORGANIZATIONAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE 

1.  Chairperson, Centre of Linguistics and English, JNU 1995-97, 2007-
2010. 

2. Proctor, Jawaharlal Nehru University. The job included providing 
assistance to the Vice Chancellor in maintaining discipline, implementing 
rules and regulations and codes of conduct concerning student body of the 
university. The responsibilities included conducting enquiries related to all 
academic and non-academic complaints and preparing dossiers for court 
cases whenever required. [10-03-98 to 30-06-2000] 

 
3. Member of the UGC Review Committee for the IX Plan of the Central 

Institute of English and Foreign Languages, Hyderabad (1996).  . 
 

4. Nominated by the Ministry of HRD to serve as a Member of the Advisory 
Committee of the Central Institute of Indian Languages, Mysore. (Sept 
1996-1999). 

 
5. Member of the Advisory Board of Sahitya Akademi for Bhasha 

Samman awards in Tribal and Lesser-known languages. 2002-onwards.  

6. Advisor to UNESCO, Linguapax Institute since 2000. To give advice on 
language policies. 

7. Member (elected) Board of Directors. Terralingua, Washington D.C. 
U.S.A. 1998-2001 and 2001-2004, 2004 - 2006.  

8. Member of the Review Committee for the Dravidian University, 
Kuppam, Andhra Pradesh. 2006. 
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9. External member of the Centre of German Studies, Centre of East Asian 
studies, and Centre of French studies at Jawaharlal Nehru University. 
1990-2002.   

10. Member of the Governing body of Daulat Ram College, Nominated by 
the University of Delhi, Delhi. 1995--2001. 

11. Member of the Advisory Board, International University of Hindi, 
Wardha. 1998-2000. 

12. Nominated External Member of the Faculty of Arts, University of Delhi, 
Delhi. 1995—2000 

 
13. Member of the Bifurcation Committee for the Centre of Afro-Asian 

Studies. The duties included reviewing the functioning of the Centre and 
viability of the bifurcation of the Centre in four distinct centers for 
efficient and smooth running.  

 
14. Member of the Academic Council, JNU. 1995-1997; 2007-2009 

15. Member of the Telecommunication Committee, JNU 1995-1996. 

16. Member of the Equivalence Committee, JNU. 1986-1988.  

17. President of the Music Society, JNU. 1982-1986. Instrumental in bringing 
the Spic-Mcay to the University. 

18. Advisor, Konkani Survey 1991-1992, Konkani Academy, Goa. 

19. Advisor, Post-Graduate Hindi Linguistics Courses, 1991-1992. The 
University of Delhi, South Campus, New Delhi. 

20. Director: South Asia Media Centre, Kansas State University, Kansas, 
1975-76 

21. Member of the Advisory Board of Sahitya Akademi for ‘Awarding the 
status of Classical Language’. 

 
  
PUBLICATIONS 
 
BOOKS 
 

1. Ethno-ornithology. Birds of Great Andamanese - Names, Classification and 

Culture. 2011(with Satish Pande). Oxford University Press, Bombay. 

2. Urvar Pradesh. 2010. Edited. Anthology of Hindi poems of Bharat Bhushan 
Agrawal Award winners. Delhi. Rajkamal Prakashan.. 
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3. Endangered Languages of the Andaman Islands. 2006. Lincom Europa GMBH, 
Muenchen, Germany. 

 
4. A Manual of Linguistic Fieldwork and Structures of Indian Languages. 2001. 

Lincom Europa, Muenchen, Germany.   
 

5. Language Structure and Language Dynamics in South Asia (Select papers from the 
SALA  XVIII).  2001. Motilal Benarsidass. New Delhi. (Co-edited)  

 
6. Languages of Tribal and Indigenous Peoples of India. The Ethnic Space. 1997. 

(edited). Motilal Banarsidass, Delhi.   
 

7. Language and The State. Perspectives on the Eighth Schedule. 1995 (co-edited). 
Creative Books. New Delhi. 

 
8. Semantic Universals in Indian Languages. 1994. Indian Institute of Advanced 

Study, Shimla. 
 

9. India as a Linguistic Area Revisited. (edited) 1991. A special volume of Language 
Sciences. Vol.13, no.2, Pergamon Press, Tokyo. 

 
10. Reduplication in South Asian Languages. An Areal, Topological and Historical 

Study. 1991. Allied. New Delhi. 
 

11. Studies in Bilingualism. 1986. (Initially published as a special volume of IJOAL in 
1985, Vol. XI, No.2). Bahri Publications. New Delhi. 

 
12. Semantic Theories and Language Teaching (co-authored). 1986. Allied. New Delhi. 

 
13. Semantic Grammar of Hindi. A Study of Reduplication. 1980. Bahri Publication. 

New Delhi. 
 

14. Mutthhi Bhar Pahcaan (A Handful of Recognition). A collection of short stories 
1969. Radhakrishan Prakashan, Delhi. 

 
 

Note:  Publication number 5, 7, and 9 are being reviewed in French, German, Russian, 
Hungarian, and English journals of Europe, Russia, and the USA. Details can be sent 
on request. 

Others 
· Launched the first Book of Letters of Great Andamanese, March 2008. 
· Launched the first CD Rom of Folk Songs of Great Andamanese March 2008 

In Press 

·  An Island of Stories. Great Andamanese Folk Tales. Lincom Europa, Muenchen, 
Germany. 

·  Ten illustrated children books on individual folk tales of the Great Andamanese. The 
National Book Trust, India. 
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· Great Andamanese Dictionary. An interactive English-Great Andamanese-Hindi 
dictionary of the endangered language of the Andaman Islands with pictures and 
sounds. Ratna Sagar. Delhi. 

· In search of language contact between Jarawa and Aka-Bea: The languages of South 

Andaman. Anvita Abbi and Pramod Kumar. Acta Orientalia. 

· Andamanese. Chapter in the forthcoming volume on South Asia, edited by Hans Hock, 
Elena Bashir and K.V. Subbarao. Mouton de Gruyter. 

· Endangered Languages. Chapter in the forthcoming volume on South Asia, edited by 
Hans Hock, Elena Bashir and K.V. Subbarao. Mouton de Gruyter. 

· Declining Adivasi knowledge-systems and killing of linguistic diversity. Volume 
on Adivasi Knowledge Edited by Dev Nathan, Institute for Human Development 
(IHD) 
 

· Semantics of Inherency and grammaticalization of Body division terms in Present 
Great Andamanese. Studies in Language. 

 
PUBLISHED RESEARCH  PAPERS 
  
1977a  Reduplicated Adverbs of Manner and Cause of Hindi. Indian Linguistics. Vol. 38, 

No.2. 125-135.         
 
1977b Audio Visual Materials. Chapter IV of Learning About India : An Annotated Guide 

for Non Specialists.Edited by Barbara J. Harrison. The University of State of New 
 

 
1978  Sound System of Khasi. Jan Jati Bhashayen evam Hindi Shikshan. Central Institute 

of Hindi, Shillong.221- 234. 
 
1980 Co-ordination in Hindi. Language Forum. Vol. V, Nos. 3,4. Also included in Topics in 

Hindi Linguistics. Volume 1. Bahri Publications. 61-69.     
 
1981 Aspects of Hindi - Review Article. Language Forum. Vol. VI, Nos. 3,4. 57-67.      

 
1982a Rejoinder to the review of the book ‘A Semantic Grammar of Hindi. A Study in 

Reduplication’. International Journal of Dravidian Linguistics. Vol. XI, No.2. 347-
355.  
 

1982b  Reduplicative Structures: A Phenomenon of South Asian Linguistic Area. Occasional 
Papers in English and Linguistics. Vol.1, No.1. Jawaharlal Nehru University.  
 

1984   Conjunctive Participles in Hindi-Urdu. International Journal of Dravidian 
Linguistics. Vol. XIII, No.2. 252-263. 
 




