Pande and Abbi

FALCONIIFORMES

Accipitridae

White-bellied
Sea-Eagle
Haliaeetus leucogaster

[IPA NAME] [karacom]
Romanization karat chom 1

• Habitat: Along the sea coasts and

• Morphological Analysis /

steals food from gulls, rarely other
birds. Also scavenges. Occurrence:
Local.
• Indigenous and ornithological
correlation: In Andamanese the
word literally has two components, to
come out of water, and the betel nut
or the areca nut tree, and indicates the
bird’s habit of hunting at sea and then
perching on betel nut tree.

Decomposition: /kara+at+com/  
‘ascend from water’ + ‘wood’ + ‘betel
nut’.  
• Category of Name: Descriptive of
feeding habit.

• Description by the tribe: Bird seen

close to the coasts eats snakes, small
birds, chickens, etc.

• Ornithological perspective: This is a

prominently seen raptor that hunts sea
snakes from the sea. It is often seen
perching on tall trees by the sea side.
As the ornithologists understand, the
well known habit of this sea-eagle is
to lift a swimming sea snake from the
surface waters of the sea in a rapid
aerial swoop, with great skill and
dexterity, and then to carry it away to a
favourite perch for eating it at leisure.

• Distribution: Widespread in Andaman

soaring on the sea in search of sea food.

• Food: Sea snakes, fish, occasionally

• Informer : Nao Jr.
• Miscellaneous Notes : This sea eagle

is white below and grey above and
is also seen along the coastline of
peninsular India. It requires clear water
for hunting because it hunts by sight
and takes sea snakes and fish close to
the surface. Pollution of water can have
adverse effect on the distribution of this
majestic seaside raptor.

• Conservation Status : Common.

islands.
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CHARADRIIFORMES
Charadriidae

Pacific Golden Plover
Pluvialis fulva

Kentish Plover

Charadrius alexandrinus

Lesser Sand Plover

Charadrius mongolus atrifrons

Oriental Plover
Charadrius veredus
[IPA NAME] [clele]
Romanization che lele

• Morphological Analysis / Decomposition /che/ ‘a pointed object’, ‘thorn’;
/lele/ ‘swing’, ‘to and fro motion’.
• Category of Name: Descriptive of
body part and of repetitive motion.

• Description by the tribe: This group
of seaside birds move on the shore
while moving the pointed beak in a
swinging motion.

• Ornithological perspective: These

small coastal birds are called plovers
since they plove the sand and mudflats
with their beaks searching for food.

• Distribution: Andaman and Nicobar

Islands and coasts of peninsular India
and around large inland waterbodies.
• Habitat: Coastal areas in the intertidal
zones, mudflats, sandbars.
• Food: Small aquatic marine and freshwater invertebrates.
• Occurrence: Migratory

• Indigenous and ornithological correlation: The GA name includes a group
of plovers. The name is descriptive
of the pointed beaks and also of the
swinging motion of the head that is so
typical of these birds.

• Source: Nao Jr.
• Miscellaneous Notes: The GA had

apparently not made an attempt to
separately identify the various plovers,
probably because they were not
eaten and they appear similar from a
distance. The GA people did not have
access to binoculars or similar optical
equipment and therefore the GA name
describes the most conspicuous aspects
of these birds, the pointed beak and the
to and fro motion of the head.

• Conservation Status
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FALCONIIFORMES

Accipitridae

Oriental Honey
Buzzard
Pernis ptilorhynchus

[IPA NAME] [lom-tut-bio]
Romanization taulom-tut-bio

• Morphological Analysis /

Decomposition: /taulom / ‘wax’
+ /tut/ ‘from’ + /bio/ ‘North
Andaman’.
• Category of Name: Descriptive of food habit.

• Ornithological perspec-

tive: Etymology: {Pernis: Gr.
Pernes, a kind of hawk (corruption of Gr. Pternis, a bird
of prey).  Gr. ptilon, a feather;
rhunkhos, the bill. Small dense
scaly feathers cover the base
of the bill and thus protect the
bird from the stings of the bees.
The name Honey Buzzard was
given by Willoughby, who in
1600s found combs of wasps in
the nest of this bird.}. (Jobling
1991; Pande 2009).

• Distribution: This arboreal

bird is recorded in the Indian
peninsula as well as in the Andamans. Habitat: Open areas in
forests and near cultivation.
• Food: Bees wax, larvae of
honey bees, reptiles, birds.
• Occurrence: Migratory in Andamans. Resident in peninsular
India.

• Indigenous and ornithological
correlation: The GA name of
this species is an aptly descrip-

tive name of the honey comb wax eating bird
of North Andamans.

• Informer: Peje
• Miscellaneous Notes: The Oriental Honey

Buzzard is a rare winter visitor to the Andamans.

• Conservation Status: Locally rare. Not
threatened.
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CHARADRIIFORMES Scolopacidae

Whimbrel

• Distribution: Andaman and Nicobar

[IPA NAME] [co]

• Habitat: Coastal.
• Food: Aquatic marine invertebrates.
• Occurrence: Migratory

Romanization: chautot 2

• Indigenous and ornithological cor-

Numenius phaeopus

• Morphological Analysis / Decomposition: /choto/ ‘curvy’.

• Category of Name: Descriptive of
body part.

• Description by the tribe: This is a

seaside bird.  
• Ornithological perspective: The
Whimbrel and the Curlew, both coastal
species, look similar from a distance.
They differ in the length of their beaks,
their curvatures, presence or absence
of the supercilium, crown stripe and
overall size.

islands.

relation: The Whimbrel has a typically
curved beak, and this striking fact is
the basis of GA nomenclature of this
species.

• Source: Nao Jr. and Peje
• Miscellaneous Notes: Identification

confirmed from sketch and photograph
of the bird.

• Conservation Status: Common on
coasts.
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